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Copy for next Scene to Brydgette Bryon-Edmond by: 

21 January 2010 
Please! 

 

Email: brydgette@email.com 
Or leave in the bag with Debbie at the shop  

 

By Lucy Rycroft aged 11 

Visit www.baydon.org for up-to-date village news, events, weather and features 

Scene in Baydon 
..a bi-monthly digest of what’s going on in Baydon: December 10 

Win £50 in our 
Completely 

Crackers      
Christmas  

Cryptic  
Crossword 
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Hello All 
 
It’s that time again. Snow already - and everyone seems to be feeling the 
pinch this year. I spent last weekend with a friend and my daughter and 
we went Christmas shopping in charity and junk shops. Lots of books, bits 
and fabric to make presents from.  Ee by gum we felt good! We thought it 
was a little like Christmas ought to be - specially chosen (or home made) 
presents  bought from a shop that benefits charities.  Now I’m busy     
making and sewing and rubbing down! 
 
Happy Christmas and all the very, very best for 2011.  
 
The Scene Team are always on the look out for local stories, adverts and 
nuggets - please feel free to send anything you think might be of interest 
to those in Baydon. Either: 
 email me at brydgette@email.com  
 pop any items through my door at 5 Manor Lane, or 
 drop copy into Debbie at the Shop who w ill pass it onto me for        

inclusion. If Debbie’s not there - drop it in the Baydon Scene bag 
 
See you in February. (Did you know - January and February were the last 
two months to be added to the Roman calendar, since the Romans    
originally considered winter a monthless period. Hmmm....) 
  
All the very best 
 
 

Scene in Baydon - published by Brydgette Bryon-Edmond,  
5 Manor Lane, Baydon, Marlborough, Wiltshire 

 
For advertising rates and any other query please email  

brydgette@email.com 
 

Opinions ex pressed herein are not necessarily  the v iew s of the Editor 

 

 

Competition 

Clues 
1 Songs at  bedt ime should be absolut ely 

quiet  (6,5) 
5 I ndigenous one wit h t echnology and 

querying brain presents  a Christmas 
t ableau (8) 

9 Road w orker finds t he door just  like t he 
M agi - using t he skies  (8) 

10 Chime s its  nicely w ith merrily on high 
(4) 

12 Quip found in baked w afers  (4) 

13 Needle like cake t opping (4) 
14 M oan about  being thirst y (4) 

15 W ooden shoe you can’t  see but  burns  
w ell (3) 

16 The affirmative is  dat ed (3) 

17 I rish 3’s  you’d only bot her w it h around 
(34 dow n) (9,5) 

22 Adult  female horse is  changed and 
very chast e (4) 

23 Jumping insect  loses  A backw ard on 
little creat ure (3) 

24 Rush bonkers  one t o hospit al w ith hard 
drugs (7) 

27 Reverse t he vermin and make it  fa-
mous (4) 

29 Sir prefers  t he dark but  loses  t he s ilent  
bit  (5) 

30 Christ mas song is  proverbially one ‘ell 
of a mix up (4) 

31 The baby makes none of it  in t he song 
(3) 

32 Failure get s  eat en for days (6) 

37 Dine at  t he reer or you’ll miss  t he mixed 
up ungulat es  (8) 

38 Taper.   Can lead t o miss ing A (6) 

39 Gent  in serge says  hello t o a little vow el 
change (9) 

42 Yaw ner gains  an e in the confusion but  
celebrat es anyw ay (3,4) 

46 U phold R get s  put  t oget her so he can 
see in t he dark (7) 

48 An individual bit  of a falling flurry (9) 
49 Never reverse or you’ll lose t he R and 

come out  all flat  (4) 
50 Just  the answ er w it h a bit  of nogg (3) 

  

1 He comes in t he night  w it h the ants  
plus  (5) 

2 January 6 is  alw ays an eye opener (8) 

3 Dance w hilst  breaking int o t he kernel 

4 It’s  one of t he t hings t hat  w aits  for no 
man but  I ’ll pass  t he new s on anyw ay 
(7) 

6 Glean somet hing winged from t he mix 
up (5) 

7 Tw o lett ers  put  t oget her make a 
creeper (3) 

8 Ley line u put  t oget her t o make a fes-
tive time (4) 

11 I n the poem you w on’t  find t his  crea-
t ure helping you st ir (5) 

18 Scene I n is  jumbled but  smells  good (7) 

19 Rich mole is  put  t oget her t o make it  
wiser (8) 

20 Flashy seasonal stuff gets  put  about  (6) 

21 It’s  alw ays t he same hue (9) 
24 St riped confect ions are great  t o aid 

w alking (5,5) 
25 Aged but  can see the t emperat ure’s  

dropped w hen it ’s  all put  t ogether (4) 
26 M agi origins , direct ionally speaking (4) 

28 The t ree sounds like it’s  pelt ed (3) 

33 W ise men get  called anot her name (5) 
34 If you rearran ge t he duel w ith t he yeti  

you’ll have a great  season (8) 
35 Jerusalem’s  ions  st and on t he hill ( 4) 

36 It’s  all about  t he w hit e stuff (4) 
40 How  many your Royal Highnesses? (5) 

41 Better put  somet hing in t he hat  before 
it  gets  overw eight  (5) 

43 I  can spell t he original Christmas t ree 
you know  (3) 

44 Are you calling me ancient , you Scots-
man? (4) 

45 Past ime adds t o many Russian w ords! 
(3) 

47 W hen 3.14 recurring t ast es  fabulous (3) 
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And now for this month’s brain teaser! 

The Completely Crackers  The Completely Crackers  

Cryptic Christmas Crossword Cryptic Christmas Crossword 
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Answers in the next edit ion 

Competition 

1         2         3            4      5   6      7            8  

                                                           

9                              10                     11        

                                                12           

         13               14               15                    

   16                                                        

                  17                                         

18                                                           

                                 19                          

20         21      22                              23              

                     24      25                                

26                                                   27        

               28         29      30            31                 

      32                              33                       

34                                                           

                        35            36         37              

38         39      40                                            

                     41               42               43        

44                                                           

                              45                     46        

Answers all have something to do with the Winter and Festive 
Season. And as a VERY special Christmas treat - there’s £50 of 
shopping vouchers up for grabs for the first winner out of the 
hat. Send your completed entries to Editor, Scene in Baydon, 
5 Manor Lane, Baydon, Marlborough, Wiltshire SN8 2JE by 
January 15th 

Win £50  
Shopping  
Vouchers!  

 

 

 
     
5 December  Patronal and Family Christingle Serv ice  
 
12 December  Holy Communion  
 
19 December  Carol Service - 16:00   
 
24 December  Midnight Communion - 23:30 
 
25 December  Christmas Day Holy Communion - 09:30 
 
26 December  Team Service Holy Communion at Axford 
    - 08:00 
 
2 January  No service at Baydon Church - instead 
    New Year Covenant Team service at  
    Ramsbury - 10:00 

9 January  Holy Communion 
 

16 January  Morning Prayer 
 
23 January  Holy Communion 
 
30 January  No service at Baydon Church - Team  
    service at Aldbourne - 10:00 
 

All services are at 09:30am unless otherwise stated  
 
 

St Nicholas’ Church - Baydon 
CHURCH SERVICES FOR DECEMBER & JANUARY 

Church 
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Clergy Letter... 
There is an account of a well-know Victorian agnostic, meeting a 
working man on his way to Evensong in the local v illage church. In 
conv ersation the man was challenged ov er going to church to 
worship God. “He must be a v ery small God if you can worship him 
in a v illage church” said the agnostic. “No sir” said the working 
man, “He is so great a God that even the highest heavens cannot 
contain Him.  
Yet He is small enough to enter my heart”.  
 
As I reflect on this account, I am reminded of the essence of our 
worship at Adv ent and Christmas. We celebrate both the majesty 
and glory of God in the heavens, and we come to celebrate and 
worship the infant Jesus. The Creator of the heav ens is Emmanuel – 
God is with us. For Christians it is the foundation of our faith,           
because we see, rev ealed in the Christ-child, the unimaginable 
vastness of God's lov e for the world. 'For God so loved the world, 
that  he gave his only Son, that all who believe in him, should not 
perish but  have eternal life.' John 3:16.  
 
Amid all the busyness of the Christmas period, may I offer, on      
behalf of all the ministers, a warm welcome to the churches of the 
Whitton Team. May each of us experience the reality of God's   
presence this Christmastide. 
 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 
Simon Weeden 
   
Team Rector 
 
 

 
 

Church 

 

 

Local Contacts 

Contacts & Telephone Numbers 
For Village Clubs, Associations, Groups 

Aldbourne Theatre Group Dr David Robertson 541464 

Aldbourne & Baydon LINK Scheme  541345 

Baydon Allotment Associat ion Bernie Gribble 540461 

Baydon Resource Group Steve W ebb 540091 

Baydon Scene Brydgette Bryon-Edmond 540100 

Baydon Village W ebsite Mark Austen 541342 

Brow nies Wendy Appello  
Jayne Dominy  

541469  
540450 

BYPA - Chairman Venice Marriott  540091 

Church W ardens Shirley  Smith 
Tony  Topp 

540465 
541171 

Clergy  - Team Rector Simon W eedon 520235 

Cricket Club Rick Maycock 540951 

Friends of Baydon School M andy Dore 541468  

Nat ional Trust  Geoff Slater 540144 

Parent & Toddler Group Alison Jones 540608 

Parish Council Chairman Tony  Prior 541446 

Parish Council Clerk Row an Cockcroft: ParishClerk@baydon.org.  

Pat ient Representat ive Joele McGow ran 540784 

Police - Local Beat Manager Jeremy Batchelor (Batch) 0845 4087000 

Pre School Superv isor Denise Daw son 07810 790142 

St  Nicholas School - Head Peter Chambers 540554 

Thursday  Club Peggy Slater 540144 

W agtails  Mandy Osborne 07826 646631  

W omen’s Institute President Penny  Stephens 540283 

Young Vines Vacancy   

Ramsbury  Surgery   520366 

Ramsbury  Surgery  Appointments  521234 

Lambourn Surgery   01488 71715 

Lambourn Surgery  Appointments  01488 72299 
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For more information go to www.baydon.org, see this or previous copies 

3 Dec Red Lion Pub Live Music - Street Corner Talking - 21:00  

5 Dec Church Patronal and Family Christingle Service - 09:30 

9 Dec School WI Event - Ghost Stories - 19:30 

9 Dec Outside School Mobile Library - 10:50 - 11:40 

10 Dec Azuza Marlborough Bluez n Zuz Disco -  18:30-21:00 

12 Dec Church Holy Communion - 09:30 

12 Dec School Big Band Christmas Concert - 16:00 

15 Dec Red Lion Pub Quiz Night - 20:00 

17 Dec The Green opp Pub Christmas Carols - 18:00 

17 Dec Red Lion Pub Live Music - Red Hot Trio - 21:00 

19 Dec Church Carol Service - 16:00 

24 Dec Red Lion Pub Juke Box Favourites Night 

24 Dec Church Midnight Communion - 23:30 

25 Dec Church Christmas Day Holy Communion - 09:30 

26 Dec Ax ford Church Team Service Holy Communion - 08:00 

31 Dec Red Lion Pub New Year’s Eve - buffet & live music - 19:00 

2 Jan Ramsbury  Church New Year Covenant Team Service - 10:00 

9 Jan Church Holy Communion - 09:30 

13 Jan School Baydon Club & Group Formation Discussion 

16 Jan Church Morning Prayer - 09:30 

17 Jan BYPA Hall Baydon Parish Council Meeting - 20:00 

23 Jan Church  Holy Communion - 09:30 

27 Jan Dow nsmead Plastic & Cardboard Recycling  - 09:00 - 11:30 

30 Jan Aldbourne Church Team Service - 10:00 

19 Feb Aldbourne Church Musical Evening for Church Roof - 19:00 

   

What’s Going On? 

What’s Going On? 

 

 

Church 

Save the Date! 

Musical Evening  
St Michael's Church, Aldbourne on 19th February 2011 at 7pm. 

to raise funds for the repair of Baydon church roof  

We have invited a professional singer - Alex Ashworth - who has 
sung in the last night of the proms in the Albert Hall to come with 

his partner to entertain us  
 

Romania in June 
 
Following the much enjoyed week in Andalucía earlier this year, Canon 
Peter Ball is organising a pilgrimage holiday to Romania from June 7th – 
12th.  This short week offers a pilgrimage to Eastern Europe, visiting two  
important tow ns in Romania and a number of painted Orthodox monastic 
churches of a kind unique to the country and a World Heritage Site.        
 
Often these are set amidst superb Carpathian mountain scenery.  There is 
also the chance to experience something of an old-style rural economy, 
as well as an insight into the history of the people, both over the centuries 
past and also during the more recent Russian domination, the Ceaucescu 
regime and the recovery from its aftermath. For more information speak 
to Peter or pick up a brochure from any of the churches. The price is £729. 
 

Welcome the French 
 
Please make a date in your diary for the weekend May 20th – 23rd.  That is 
when we hope to welcome a party from the Normandy parish, Notre 
Dame des Bois, w ith w hich our Whitton Benefice is twinned. We don’t 
know  the numbers at the moment, but we shall certainly be looking for 
people in the different villages to act as hosts for our guests. This is the   
return occasion following the very pleasant and fruitful visit a small group 
from the Team made to them in June. 
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Heads Up!Heads Up!Heads Up!   

Baydon St. Nicholas CE Primary School Report 
Thank you all so much for the kind words, cards, texts, 
emails and flowers that have been sent to school     
follow ing the sad death of Mrs Wright.  We have taken 
great comfort in knowing the staff and children are in 
your thoughts and prayers. 
 
The last few weeks have been extremely busy with the 
grand opening of school, a combined church and 
school Harvest Service held  in the church and the 
school Christmas Fayre. 
 
We have enjoyed many sporting activities over the last 
few  weeks.  Our KS2 children have enjoyed football 
club, multi skills clubs after school and at lunch times, 
and tennis club, w hilst our KS1 children have participated in fundamentals 
training and multi skills activities. 
 
Most of our Years 6 children and some Year 5 children undertook their  
cycling proficiency training and test and have been awarded their Bike-
ability Accreditation (this replaced Cycling Proficiency Accrediation). 
 

Our grateful thanks go to Mrs Cathy Brown who won our school an 
npower Climate Cops Academy Event Day.  The day focussed on the 
npower Brighter Future Programme incorporating: 
  

 Investigating renewable forms of energy  
 Ways to be more energy efficient 
 Looking at climate change 
 Power generation 

 
The lead up to Christmas is a very busy one in school w ith our children 
working hard practicing their Christmas productions.  We also have a    
professional production company performing Jack and the Beanstalk in 
school, a traditional Christmas lunch and party. 
 
Many I take this opportunity to w ish you and your families a very Peaceful 
Christmas and Prosperous New Year. 
 
Best wishes 
 

Mr P  N Chambers  
Headteacher 

School 

 

 

Ads 

Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year to all of our customers! 
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Ads 

Washing Machine  
Repairs 

 

Washmatics 
G Perrett ‐ Baydon 

 
 New machines sold &     

installed 
 Washing machine  repairs 
 
 

Call:  01672 540596  
Mobile 07818 638601 

 

 

School 

Baydon School 

'Building for the Future''Building for the Future''Building for the Future'   
Baydon St Nicholas School needs to raise around £50,000 to contribute 

towards the planned improvements.  
 

More Fundraising Events Planned 
 
Our “Building for the Future” fund is getting near to target. The ther-
mometer isn’t here this month because we’re going to surprise you with 
a total next edition.  
The auction went extraordinarily well as did the Fayre and we’ll let you 
know  where we’re at and how Buy a Brick and everything else went in 
February! Watch this space 
 

 

Please support the school. 
 

Your School Needs YOU! 
 

 

MDSA (Midday Lunchtime Supervisory Assistant) 
Needed for Thursday Lunchtime 

 
We are in need of an MDSA for Thursday lunchtime             

superv ision (12 noon until 1pm).   
 

This is a paid role although volunteers are 
always most welcome.  Please contact the 

school office if you are able to help. 
 

School Admin Office, St. Nicholas CE Primary 
School, Baydon  

Ermin Street, Baydon, Marlborough, Wiltshire SN8 2JJ  
Telephone / Fax: 01672 540554  
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Baydon Clubs and Groups 

Baydon WI NewsBaydon WI NewsBaydon WI News 

Women’s Institute: 
 
At the October meeting members were kept busy w ith a Card Workshop, 
under the watchful eye of expert Maureen Jepson, from Aldbourne. 
 
In November members and their partners enjoyed the Annual Skittles   
evening at The White Hart, Wroughton w hich included a traditional pub 
supper. 
It was a double achievement for the Furber household with Barbara     
winning the ladies competition and husband Bryn w inning the men’s 
prize. 
 
On December 9th the 
guest speaker Ian       
MacGregor will talk about 
Ghost Stories. 
 
On M onday December 
13th the group w ill meet 
for the last time with     
Institutes from Ramsbury, 
Aldbourne and Chilton 
Foliat to hold their Carol 
Service at St. Nicholas 
Church, Baydon. 
 
It is with great sadness 
that we announce the 
closure of Baydon 
Women’s Institute after 83 
years, (the group was 
formed in 1927) as the 
group are unable to form 
a committee. 
 
BGF 

 

 

Ads 
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Ads 

 

 

Baydon Clubs and Groups 

Baydon Cricket Club  
New players wanted and      

welcomed. 
 

All enquiries to Lee Hogan  
Tel. 541144 (01672) 

 

Run for it! 
The Jogging Group will be meeting at 08:30 on Saturdays 
-  whatever the weather! Anyone interested in joining in 

meet by Downsmead notice board 
It’s for all lev els from complete beginners to Marathon    

distance. Watch the website and notice boards for   
details of meetings. 

Contact either Heather Burch on 07796 300645 or Harriet 
Knowles 07767 895986. Or email: hburch1@yahoo.co.uk 

Baydon Village Plan 
If you're new to the village, pop into the shop for your 
personal copy of the Baydon Village Plan w hich out-
lines our plans for Baydon over the next 5 yrs from 2009. 

And welcome to Baydon! 



10 

 

Baydon Clubs and Groups 

 

 

Ads 
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Ads 

 

 

Message from Andrew Kerr, chief executive 
  
The next four years – the challenges – update 
 

I  thought it  may  be helpful to update on the posit ion w e are in and the plans w e 
have for  managing this. 
 

W e est imated the government reduct ion in our  grant funding w ould be approx i-
mately  25% (£122 million) over the nex t four years. The Comprehensive Spending 
Review  in October announced cuts of 28.4% so w e w eren’t  far off. 
 

Our business plan sets out how  w e w ill manage this reduct ion, plus  other cost  
pressures, such as  our  grow ing ageing populat ion, w ill cost  us around £100       
million. A  programme of  investment and improvements into our  priority  serv ices 
w ill cost  a further  £124 million. 
 

W e have plans  in place to save at least  £40 million by  nex t April and w e are   
taking act ion right now  to deliver these plans by  implement ing a rev iew  of our 
management st ructures to reduce the number of managers. W e are also rene-
got iat ing contracts w ith our biggest  suppliers and contractors to reduce costs 
and w e are rev iew ing our largest  serv ices to reduce w aste and make improve-
ments.  
 

W e have, how ever, been taken aback by  the  recent new s that the cuts w ill be 
front loaded. This means w e w ill need to find another £30 million in year one.  This  
is causing cash flow  problems in our  financial planning. I t  does not change the 
overall sav ings that w e need to find over the nex t four years, but it  does mean 
w e need to find more  in year one to balance our budget. 
 

In addit ion, the government has  announced the reduct ion or removal of  ring 
fenced and specific  grants. This is w elcome but w ill also impact on our  business 
planning in a significant w ay. 
 

W e are implement ing our plans to deliver £40 million sav ings  by  April, but w e are 
now  also looking at how  w e manage the cash flow  problem and find an        
addit ional £30 million. 
 

There are a number  of areas w e are considering. This includes slow ing dow n or 
deferring some of  the investments and improvements w e plan to make, w e w ill 
also ex amine the  Area Based Gr ants and specific  grants removal and w e are 
looking at possible solut ions to accelerate our plans to make savings -  this is likely  
to include achiev ing 12% savings from each serv ice area in year one rather  than 
spreading the  sav ings over the four years. 
 

W e are considering all the  opt ions right now  on how  w e can achieve an          
addit ional £30 million sav ings  in next year’s budget. 
 

I  w ill keep you updated on how  w e intend to manage this situat ion. I  w ant to 
repeat this is not addit ional  money  w e need to find over the  four  years, but the  
need to find addit ional  sav ings of  around £30 million in year one to avoid a cash 
flow  problem. 
 

Andrew 
  

Management of the Village 
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All of the Council Minutes and agendas are on Baydon’s website and 
Editor recommends you have a read of Barbara Furber’s meeting notes - 

they make plain English of the meetings! 

Management of the Village 

Visit  www.baydon.org for up-t o-date village news & event s, weather and 
feat ures, Par ish Council minutes & agendas 

Parish Council Corner 
The Play Area Project 

 

In 1994 Baydon Parish Council (BPC)  purchased  the field on the north side of 
Ermin Street and obtained planning permission in 1998  for recreational use. A 
separate bank account was set up with £3,000 approx. 
 

In 2007 part of the Parish Field was set up as statutory allotments leaving the 
east part of the field as grass with some of the Millennium trees. The Village 
Plan published in 2009 and adopted by BPC called for a play area to be    
located and equipped. Consultations took place by leaflet and at the 2009 
Parish Meeting and the preferred location was the Parish Field. 
Since then BPC has obtained  a new planning permission,  ensured the     
transfer to the PC of the £5000  S106 funds from the Fiveways development   
and successfully applied for a Playbuilder grant of £15,000 from Wilt-
shire Council. 
 

Quotations for play equipment were submitted to a Parents Working 
Group and a public meeting in the Summer this year to seek agree-
ment for the type of equipment for both Juniors and Toddlers. The 
resultant quotations  for the Playbuilder (8-13 Year olds juniors) and 
Toddlers amount to some £23,000  and orders have been placed with Miracle 
Ltd, the supplier chosen by BPC. 
 

An application has been made to Lottery Funds for £10,000  required to fund 
the remaining Junior equipment. Installation is planned to take place over the 
next few months. 
 

The Parish Council will also consider other improvements to the Parish Field eg. 
access and a fence in the field  along the track side. 
The success of the project is in no small way due to the leadership and         
persistence shown by the BPC Chairman. 

 

Next Parish Council Meetings are: 
17 January at the BYPA Hall - 8 pm 
21 February at the BYPA Hall - 8pm 

 

 

Ads 
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Ads 

01672 513 440      0787 659 1605 

 

 

We are both based at          
Marlborough Police Station  

 

We are further supported by a 
team of Special Constables, 

who all  perform regular duties 
from Marlborough. 

We can be contacted at      
Marlborough by phoning: 
0845 408 7000 EXT 739817. 

Mobile: 07969 501963 

Management of the Village 

 

 
 

 
 

PC BATCHELOR 1661 -  Marlborough Parade Room, ext. 739-818. 
Phone:  WILTS POL on 0845 408 7000  Internal ext 739-818    
E-mail   jeremy.batchelor@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

Meet the Community Team 

PC Jeremy Batchelor 
CBM  Marlborough 

Rural East 

PCSO Jonathan 
Mills  

Marlborough  
Rural East 

Specials Recruitment  
Wiltshire Police are currently recruiting new members for the Special 

Constabulary. Further details are available v ia the Wiltshire Police 
website or from the Human Resources recruitment team on            

0845 408 7000 Ext 720 2314.  

Our facebook page which went live in August had over 300 
visits and 23 people "liked" our page in the first week, meaning 

that they will receive live updates on w hat is going on in the area. This is  
excellent news that residents are kept up to date on policing in their area. 
To access our Facebook page just type “Marlborough East Neighbourhood 
Policing Team” into Google and it is the top result.  

Traffic Related - Baydon  
We will continue to carry out patrols in this area due to the time of year and 
deterioration of the road conditions. To date no persons have been caught 
exceeding the speed limit. The recent fatal accident on this roman road is 
still under investigation and although an obvious concern, these events are 
very rare. 
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Out & About 

 

 

Ads 
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Ads 

 

 

Out & About 
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Out & About 

 

 

(5th Jan to 9th February)  

Ads 
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Ads 

 

 

Out & About 

CLAIRE PERRY - MP FOR DEVIZES - SURGERIES 

 
Saturday 4th December, PEWSEY 1000-1130 

Monday 13th December, M ARKET LAVINGTON 1000-1130 
Friday 7th January, DEVIZES 1700-1830 

Friday 14th January, M ARLBOROUGH 1700-1830 
Friday 28th January, BROMHAM 1530-1700  

To make an appointment, please phone (01672) 512675, or w rite to Claire at The 
House of Commons, London, SW 1A 0AA - office@devizesconservat ives.org.uk 

For more information go to Claire’s w ebsite at  http://claireperry .org.uk 

Mobile Library 
The Mobile Library will be outside the school on the following 
dates: 
 

9 December 
      10:50 - 11:40 

Bus to Newbury 
Did you know that there is a bus that runs from Baydon to      

Newbury every Thursday for Market Day? 
 
The bus is actually subsidised by West Berkshire County Council and will 
visit the “Sheffords” on route if requested. It also travels into Hunger-
ford. It is unclear as to w hy it also comes to Baydon, but a simple 
phone call to 01635 582929 (new contact number) w ill ensure you a 
seat. 
 
It leaves Baydon (end of Downsmead) at 10.20am (new time) and 
leaves Newbury at 1.40pm for the return journey. 
 
It may not be as quick, or follow such a direct 
route, as in the car but it certainly beats finding a 
place to park – and of course it is free for those 
over sixty (providing you have your bus pass).  
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Out & About 

Warm welcome, tiered seating & wide screen but bring a cushion for extra comfort if you wish.  
Social club bar open and the option to order a Nippy Chippy supper (last orders 7.20 pm latest) to be        

delivered in the interval.  
New members are very welcome and can join for Season Six on the evening 

 Full membership: £27 ; concessions (unwaged): £18. Guest entrance: £5.  
 For more details please ring Penny Brewer 01488 72305, email penny.locke@f reeuk.com or log in to 

www.valleyfilmsociety.org  

 

 

Ads 

Do You Know Someone With Sight Problems? 
 
You can hear all of the latest local news and gossip, a weekly 
selection of magazine articles, and get to know what’s going 
on in your area from our local Talking Newspaper. 
 
Produced each Friday by volunteers, a cassette is sent out 
free of charge to blind or partially sighted folk in the area. 
 
Call Michael Brown on 01672 562979 and he’ll do the rest! 

W ant to sell, loan, buy  or rent something? Lost  something (or someone!) Or found 
something you think might be precious to someone? Advertise here for free! But 

please keep it  short! And no commercial please... 
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Feature 

Jack Naish : 1902 - 1995. 
 

Jack and his wife Mary lived in Aldbourne Road, Baydon, for more than thirty 
years. A very respected and much loved ‘gentle’ gentleman, he had a wide 
knowledge of local people and village life, and was always ready to help  
anyone in need of assistance. 
 

Next Edition - Diversions, high days and helping out 

By modern standards, most folk were ov er-clothed, but then homes 
were much colder to liv e in and most cloths, particularly the 
cheaper ones, were thicker and coarser than those today. Women 
wore thick flannel underclothing and added shawls, capes and 

heavy long skirts to their blouses.  
 
Working men wore heav y jackets and 
coarse    corduroy trousers, strapped just 
below the knee. In rainy weather they tied 
sacks round their shoulders and waists, but 
ev en their heavy hob-nailed boots could 
not giv e one tenth of the protection of a 
pair of Wellingtons today. It is interesting to 
note that most of the shepherds still wore 
long smocked frocks - the mark of their 
job, of which they were immensely proud. 
In 1905, men's suits 'durable yet elegant' 
were advertised for 14/- at a local fair. 
 
Older girls went to school in heav y frocks 

surmounted by white pinafores; the boys wore knockerbocker suits 
and it was rare to see one without a patch either on knee or seat. It 
was difficult to determine the sex of children under four, because 
they all wore skirts, and their hair was cut short because of the 
prev alence of lice and ring-worm. Thick, black home-knitted stock-
ings were worn inside boots - buttoned for girls and laced for boys - 
which were worn till they gaped at the toes. 

Fam ily Best  Clothes  c.1900 

 

 

Out & About 

Greetings from the Red Lion!  
It's fast approaching our fav ourite time of year well mine anyway, 
we have finally started the Christmas shopping although it never 
seems to end!  
  
At the Red Lion the Christmas decorations will be up even with all 
the building works going on! Our menu will be changing from 
next week so be sure to pop in and taste the changes.  
  
We are still able to take Christmas Day bookings and Christmas 
Party Dinner nights. Pop in to discuss and pick up a menu. 
  
So to the ev ents... 
Fri 26th November - Fish N Chips night - Fish, Chips and a Drink just 
£8 
Wed 1st December - Quiz from 8pm.  
Fri 3rd December - Street Corner Talking play from 9pm (Rock n 
Blues acoustic band) 
Wed 15th December - Our final quiz for 2010 from 8pm with I’m 
sure a v ery festiv e theme 
Fri 17th December - Red Hot Trio from 9pm (Rock a Billy /Rock n 
Roll band)  
Christmas Eve - Come and play your fav ourites on the juke box 
Christmas Day - We are opening from 11am til l 3pm so pop in and 
have a drink with us 
Boxing Day - Pop in and relax, the racing will be shown  
New Years Eve - Just Testing play , along with a free buffet see in 
the New Year and dance the night away. Children welcome. 

 
That’s all from us except we wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy and prosperous New Year. 

Sam & Clair 
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Out & About 

 

 

Feature 

‘Only a man harrowing clods 
In a slow , silent walk 
With a horse that stumbles and nods 
Half asleep as they stalk. 
Only thin smoke, without flame, 
From heaps of couch grass; 
Yet this will go on the same 
Though Dynasties pass.’ 
 
Little did they know! 
 
The food of the poorer cottagers w as      simple, at times scanty and cer-
tainly lacking in variety. Yet the basic bulk foods were  undoubtedly better 
in quality and flavour than similar kinds today; they were natural and locally 
produced. 
 
Bread, at 2d a large loaf, w as baked in the stone ovens of the village      
bakery; potatoes were grow n in the 'tater-patch', w hich occupied the   
largest portion of every garden; fresh root vegetables from garden or field 
were in good supply. The stock-pot, mainly sustained by the ever proliferous 
rabbit, occupied a permanent place on the hob. For some families the   
killing of a pig, reared in a small sty at the bottom of the garden, provided 
luxury over Christmas and the New Year. 
 
There were no refinements and very few delicacies. Children were often 
hungry and sought sustenance from the hedgerows. There w as certainly no 
daily spending on sweets and chocolate at the village shop, despite the 
fact that 1/2d could buy an ounce of boiled sweets and 1d a sizeable bar 
of chocolate. 
 
It has already been stressed that wages were incredibly low , but prices too, 
were on an altogether different plane from today. 'Cassell's Shilling Cook-
ery', dated 1903, gives the following information : 

In September 1907, James Reynolds of Lambourn offered to supply 'a good 
coal' delivered in Baydon for 26 shillings a ton. In 1910 a 'new kitchen range, 
with boiler' was supplied to the School House for £2.10s.0d. 

Sirloin  1/1 per lb Rumpsteak 1/6 per lb 

Rib beef 1/-  per lb Brisket 8d per lb 

Liver  5d per lb Eggs were often 1/2d each  

Butter 7d per lb  Sugar 2d per lb  Cheese 4d per lb 

Har vest  T ime 
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Feature 

BAYDON CIRCA 1900 - A SERIAL HISTORY by the late R J NAISH JP 
Episode 6 -  Farming, Food and Clothing 

Baydon was a centre of sheep farming. At lambing time the shepherds 
lived out on the downs in little shelters close to their flocks. One such habita-
tion was still standing on Peak Hill until a few years ago. It is said that in one 
year as many as 2000 sheep were sent to Marlborough Fair. It has already 
been noted that because of their skill and experience a number of local 
shepherds were sent abroad to establish the sheep rearing industry in       
remote parts of the Empire. 
 
Livestock of many kinds and breeds were kept and played their part in the 
economy of the farm. But pride of place went to the horse - the key to 
transport and motive power. The carter was the most important highest 
paid worker. He received as much as fifteen shillings per week and enjoyed 
many privileges. 
 
Although as late as 1910 harrowing was    
carried out by a team of oxen on a local 
farm, horses had long since come into their 
ow n. Two horses, guided by the ploughman, 
worked a single furrow ‘lack-head’. Some 
even used a ‘turn-w rest’, a type native to 
southern England since Tudor times. The 
pace w as slow and the strip narrow and 
days were needed to plough a field w hich a 
modern tractor can accomplish in as any 
hours. 
 
At harvest time the sheaves of ripened corn were stacked into ricks, for 
every farm had to wait its turn to receive the hired threshing machine, 
which as driven by a long belt by a steam engine. The days of mechanisa-
tion were upon them and many a Baydon child returned home at the end 
of a day’s threshing, smothered and half-choked by the barley dust emitted 
from the rear of these primitive machines. 
 
Yet the rapid changes there were destined to affect agriculture after the 
1914-1918 w ar were still not foreseen by most country dwellers. The great 
Wessex  poet and novelist Thomas Hardy wrote at this time: 

By popular demand, we’re repeating the History of Baydon by Jack 
Naish which was serialised in Scene many moons ago. With oodles of 
thanks to Mo Lafford for collecting all of the editions together again.  

A t ur n wrest 

 

 

Out & About 

Carols by the TreeCarols by the TreeCarols by the Tree   
 

Friday 17th December 2010 
6pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the Village Green around the 
Christmas Tree 

 
 

Then gather in the Pub for 
some refreshments! 
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This edition, Editor will share with you a recipe that she uses every 
Christmas (or at least she thinks she does)...it’s for adults only and not 
quite as cloying as the bought ones!  
 

Baydon Coffee Cream Liqueur 

You’ll need: 

 
Method 
 
1. Put all of the ingredients in a blender 
2. Blend and decant into a lightly sealed   

bottle 
3. Put in fridge to chill 
 
To serv e, shake the bottle and pour over ice 
 
Easy! And easy to drink too so be careful! 

Recipe 

 2 cups of whisky  ½ tin ev aporated milk (200g) 

 1 tin condensed milk (400g)  2 teaspoons glycerine 

 1 tablespoon strong coffee dissolv ed in 1 tablespoon hot water  

 2 teaspoons vanilla essence or (better) a few drops of extract  

 
You’ll need a bottle - it’s best slightly chilled 
 

 2 tablespoons chocolate syrup 

And now for something really 
scrumptious!  

Baydo n 

Co ffee
 Cream 

Liqu eu r 

 

 

Local Info 

Christmas Notes 
Free Range Turkeys 
As in prev ious years, we will be supplying locally reared free     
range Turkeys. These must be pre ordered and can be                  
collected on a date to suit you. 
 

Christmas Trees. 
Nordmann Fir Christmas trees will be in stock from December 1st.  
Various sizes av ailable.  These are one of the most popular         
trees hav ing a good shape, soft dark green foliage, and               
excellent needle retention properties. 
 

Groceries. 
We stock a range of greengrocery, grocery, bread and dairy   
products.  Howev er, being a village shop we can not stock       
large quantities so why not pre order whatever you need to    
av oid disappointment 
 

Flowers. 
We will have fresh flowers as normal.  Christmas wreaths            
available in the shop or bespoke ones can be ordered in             
advance. 
 

Newspapers. 
Newspapers are published every day with the exception of     
Christmas Day.  If you normally hav e papers reserv ed then      
please let us know if you do not require them ov er this period. 
 

Santa. 
Santa is hoping to pay us a visit - keep an eye on the  
shop door window for more info. And don’t forget  
Mince Pies and Mulled Wine available at the shop on  
Christmas Ev e! 
And finally:  

DEBBIE & ALAN WOULD LIKE TO WISH 
ALL OF YOU A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 

HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR. 

Baydon Village StoresBaydon Village StoresBaydon Village Stores   
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Local Info 

Baydon Village StoresBaydon Village StoresBaydon Village Stores   
Erm in St, Baydon. SN8 2JP . 01672 540266 

 
 
 
 

 
 Christmas Opening Hours 

Day Date Shop Post Office 

Friday 24 December 06:30 - 16:30 09:00 - 12:30 

Saturday 25 December Closed Closed 

Sunday 26 December 10:00-12:00 Closed 

Monday 27 December 10:00-12:00 Closed 

Tuesday  28 December 10:00-12:00 Closed 

Wednesday 29 December 08:00-17:00 09:00-13:00 

Thursday  30 December 08:00-17:00 09:00-13:00 

Friday 31 December 08:00-16:30 09:00-13:00 

Saturday  1 January 09:00-12:00 Closed 

Sunday  2 January 09:00-12:00 Closed 

Monday 3 January 09:00-12:00 Closed 

Tuesday 4 January 06:45 -18:00 09:00-13:00 

 

 

Village News 

Bonfire Night 
Just a quick note to thank the following people for their help in making 
this years bonfire and fireworks such a huge success: 
Steve Dawson, Martin Norman, John Woodwards( Pains Fireworks), M ark 
Houghton, Sue Grove, Jakki Harber, The Parish Council, All the stewards, 
Baydon Pre School, Baydon Brownies, Sam and Clair (Red Lion), Debbie 
at the shop, Roger Forster and Tony Topp. 
Plans are already being discussed for next years event which w ill be held 
on Saturday 5th November 2011. 
Thank you for all of your donations and we have £358.69, 1 Pesata and 2 
brow n buttons tow ards next years fireworks. 
Trevor and Jim 

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE – FUN AUCTION 
 
Our auctioneer for the event ensured that the evening was much fun 
and we had 124 donated lots of both promises and items. Our grateful 
and sincere thanks to all those donors and to those w ho supported on 
the night.   With monies from the bids, raffle and donations we raised a 
magnificent £3001. A welcomed sum to add to our target. 
Enid 

Christmas Fayre 
A big thank you to everyone who supported this fun event. We raised a 
massive £2,000 which is great for the school! 
 
Thanks and have a very happy Christmas 
Mandy Dore 
Chair - FOBS 

Poppy Appeal 
Bryan Harber is our new village collectioneer for the British Legion 

Poppy Appeal and he reports a record collection in the village this year - 
a w hopping £693.37! 
A huge thank you to all those who contributed 
Support t he boys and gir ls in Afghanist an - The Br itish Legion - shoulder to 

shoulder wit h t hose who serve 
 

Bryan Harber 
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Matt and Amanda Hodey are new to the village. They haven’t come from far 
away but they really feel they’ve made the right move. They are one of the 
first new residents to buy a house in Newton’s Walk and no sooner had they 
moved in than baby Ella appeared – a sister for 2 year old Lilia. 
Matt grew up in Swindon and works in banking, loves Elvis, sings like a fish rides 
a bicycle (but is happy doing it!) and really believes they have found the 
place to put down some roots. 
 

Amanda is in HR (although on maternity leave at the moment) and hails from 
Southport. She loves Michael Bublé (but not quite as much as Editor does), 
feels Abba makes her happy but also loves lots of contemporary music too. 
They met at University, married in Hawaii and Lilia was born in 2008. They 
moved to Baydon from Stratton (although they lived in Wanborough for a short 
time) and always dreamed of moving out to our area when the time was right. 
The time seemed right when Matt found work in London and baby Ella was 
imminent. Commuting from Hungerford is a much easier and more relaxing 
route to London than from Swindon. 
 

And of course they are keen to bring the girls up in a local community with  
access to great schools and facilities. Baydon ticked all the boxes for them 
and they moved in to their lovely new house in August. Ella was born in        
September – in a home water birth (which Amanda thought was marvellous) 
and is a contented little girl. Lilia is a happy two year old who loves her baby 
sister and Peppa Pig. 
 

Matt happened upon the Newton’s Walk development one day and they 
never looked back. Six of the houses are now occupied on the development 
and more will be lived in by Christmas. The landscaping is not far from         
complete and it won’t be long before all the works have moved off the site 
and it can start maturing. 
 

Matt and Amanda and their young family have no regrets. When Editor visited, 
they were hanging pictures and making the place their own. For Matt and 
Amanda, their young family’s future in Baydon is exciting. They intend to throw 
themselves into village life (as much as sleepless nights and long days working 
in London will allow). Baydon welcomes them and all the newest residents of 
Baydon.    

And Amanda would like to say a special thanks to Debbie at the shop and the 
ladies in Harriet’s yoga class for making them feel so welcome  

Focus On 

Focus On... 
Where we focus on something of interest, someone or a group of folk in the village 

New House, New Job, New Baby – Newton’s Walk. 

 

 

Recycling 
The plastic and cardboard recycling skip will be in 

Downsmead from 9 am to 11.30 am - 28 Oct  & 30 Nov 
 

Recycling in the pub car park 
Please could you make sure you separate items properly 
and ensure the lids will go fully down before depositing in 
the recycling bins at the pub. Refuse Operatives refuse to 

take open or mixed bins. Thank you 

Local Info 

Aldbourne & Baydon Link Scheme 
(Reg Charity 1112698) 

Help is available for: 
Transport for: 

Medical, dental or other similar appointments 
Visiting a friend or relation in hospital 

Collecting shopping, library books  etc 
 

Help at home 
Small tasks, visiting for a chat or a game of cards 

Occasionally caring for pets 
Helping with post or paperwork 

Small gardening jobs 
 

There’s no charge but the Link Scheme welcomes donations from those 
who use the service 
Phone: 01672 541345 

Aldbourne & Baydon Aid in Sickness Fund 
 
The Fund benefits the sick or those in financial difficulty because of sick-

ness. Small grants are offered to residents of the two parishes plus loans of 
medical equipment (to parishioners and visitors) 

 

All bona fide enquiries  
welcome and those from friends and neighbours 

 

Contact  
Debbie Moxon (Baydon) on 540266 

Jocelyn Evans (Aldbourne) on 540206 


